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Background: At the turn of the 19th century, the population of Northern cities exploded as huge numbers of immigrants entered America. Despite the new public parks, sky-scrapers, and mass transit systems, many cities were not ready for the rapid population growth that began taking place in the late 1800s.  The immigrant community had many economic opportunities but also had to deal with overcrowding and poor living conditions throughout the major cities. 
Directions: We are going to be using Chromebooks in order to explore how immigrants experienced life in American cities after passing through Ellis Island. For each section, please answer the corresponding questions below. 

Section 1: Oral Histories
1. What were two benefits of living in an ethnic neighborhood?
2. Fill in the blank for the Italian saying that summarizes the disappointment felt by many immigrants: “I came to America because I heard the streets were ______________________________. When I got here, I found out three things: First, the streets weren’t paved with gold; second, they weren’t ____________________________: and third, I was expected to pave them. 

3. While watching the two video clips of oral histories of immigrants to New York, complete the pro con chart about life in America. Try to come up with two pros and two cons. 
	Pros (positives)
	Cons (negatives)

	
	

	
	


Section 2: Jacob Riis Photos
1. What was the name of Jacob Riis’s book? __________________________________
2. What is a tenement house? 
3. While watching the video clip about the impact of Jacob Riis write down four facts you learned about Riis and tenement housing.
Section 3: Tenement Museum Tour

1. After reading the text and watching the clip, list five problems associated with tenement housing.

Section 4: Growth of Urban Areas

1. _____ True or False: By 1900, about 40% of all Americans lived in urban areas.
2. Three main groups adding to urban growth: ___________________, ___________________, and _________________________.
3. What material made the construction of skyscrapers possible? _________________
4. What invention made tall skyscrapers practical to live in? _____________________

5. Tall buildings increased the need for ______________________ to help people move around. 

6. As cities grew, people became aware of the need for public space. Who designed Central Park? ______________________________________. 

Section 5: Jane Addams
1. ____ True or False: Jane Addams was born a poor immigrant herself.
2. What two things made Jane sympathetic to other disadvantaged people?

a.                                                                      
b. 

3. Jane Addams founded Hull House in _____________ with her friend _____________________.
4. One of the first programs the Hull House offered was a ___________________ to help working mothers. They also started a kindergarten and a coffee shop where adults met and socialized. 
5. Who convinced Jane Addams that Hull House should be more than a meeting place? _____________________________

6. Addams won the _________________________________________________ in 1931. 
